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INSPIRED BY THE DESIGN OF HER OWNER’S PREVIOUS 
YACHT, E&E SHOWS HOW A COMMON SENSE LAYOUT, 
STYLISHLY EXECUTED, CAN ENHANCE LIFE ONBOARD

words:Roger 
Lean-Vercoe
photography: 
Dick Holthuis; 
Flypictures
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At 5am on the 18 July last year, the 
population of the little town of Aydintepe, near 
Istanbul, watched in amazement as a huge yacht rolled 

through their streets, with just centimetres to spare 

between its hull and the houses. Carefully pre-planned, 

the passage was completed without damage, apart from 

a balcony that had to be temporarily reduced in size. 

Named E&E after the owner’s grandchildren, the yacht 

had been started in Cizgi Yacht’s hull-building facility 10 

miles inland and would be finished at their waterside 

shipyard in Turkey’s yacht-building hub, Tuzla. 

It’s unlikely that any yacht-spotters were up early 

enough to see E&E’s first overland voyage, but had they 

been, they might have noticed its resemblance to another 

Tuzla-built yacht – Jasmin, a chunky, 36.8m trawler-style 

expedition yacht designed by Dick Boon of the 

Netherlands-based Vripack, that was launched in 2003. 

This is no coincidence. E&E is belongs to Jasmin’s owner, 

a man who loved his yacht so dearly that he wanted a 

modern replacement. Eight years ago, Jasmin pioneered 

a novel layout that made enormous practical sense. The 

proof of its success is reflected in the yacht’s lucrative 

eight-year charter history, with a high proportion of 

repeat clients. Surprisingly, Jasmin’s unique layout has 

not been adopted by other yacht designers, but when the 

time came for her owner to build a new yacht, there was 

never any question about the layout. 

The mission for E&E’s designers was to modernise 

Jasmin’s design and wrap it in a more sophisticated 

exterior design package, while adding volume and 

functionality. This process incorporated detailed 

brainstorming sessions attended by the owner, his yacht 

manager Sansal Ilgun (who also represented him during 

Jasmin’s build), and Bart Bouwhuis, director of design at 

Vripack, who would design and style the yacht. Later, 

the Netherlands-based designers Art-Line were 

commissioned to design the interior, while specialist 

yacht furniture-maker Modus, from Istanbul, won the 

manufacturing contract. ALG Design, also from Istanbul, 

were made responsible for the crew area layout and the 

deck detail, while Endaze Engineering, a Tuzla-based 

engineering office (who could be represented on-site 

throughout the build) undertook the yacht’s final naval 

architecture, detailed design, and engineering.

When it came to deciding who would build the yacht, 

the obvious route would have been to return to Jasmin’s 
builders, but this was not the chosen course. It had been 

extremely costly to make small modifications to Jasmin’s 
design, and there were delays as drawings were shuffled 

between departments within a large organisation. As 

changes to the new design were considered inevitable, it 

was decided to place the build at a smaller shipyard, 

‘The mission for E&E’s designers was to 
modernise Jasmin’s design and wrap it in a 
more sophisticated exterior design package, 
while adding volume and functionality’

E&E offers ample outdoor spaces, such as the area forward of the bridge (top), the 
private sun deck above the bridge with a spa pool (above left) and ‘upwards 
spraying’ shower (above right), as well as an impressive alfresco dining area aft
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which could focus its entire resources on the task. The 

chosen yard was Cizgi Yacht in Tuzla – a relatively new 

builder with just two previous yachts to its credit, but its 

star attraction was that Ahmet Adali, Jasmin’s highly 

competent former project manager, now worked there. 

The build team was also reinforced with experienced 

quality control managers for both interior and exterior 

work, while, to protect the yard from runaway costs and 

ensure them a fair profit, a ‘cost-plus’ contract was 

agreed. This would guarantee the shipyard a fixed profit 

and remove any temptation for it to save on the cost and 

quality of materials. Engaging a relatively inexperienced 

yard for the build, packing them with outside talent and 

imposing a cost-plus contract might seem a risky strategy, 

but its ultimate success was evident from the broad smile 

on the face of the owner as he showed visitors around his 

new yacht during this year’s Monaco Yacht Show.

You may be wondering what about the layout of 

Jasmin was so special that it became the starting point 

for E&E. The theory is simple. No one would choose to 

position a guest bedroom in the cellar of their home, 

where windows are small and the noise from the boiler 

ruins sleep. So why do we generally choose this position 

in a yacht? Especially when most yachts have a 

‘traditional’ layout with two saloons, one of which is 

underused by guests. The obvious answer is to rework 

the standard plan, and this is what was done. In Jasmin 

The upper deck games room 
(above) offers the interior’s 
finest nautical panorama, while 
the design of the dining ‘island’ 
(below) leaves plenty of room to 
move about the room. The soft 
white seating area in the main 
saloon (opposite) offers a  
comfortable retreat 
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the lower deck was entirely devoted to crew, services 

and machinery, while guest accommodation was on the 

upper deck, with large windows framing the great views 

available at this elevation. The bridge was placed one 

deck up, with optimum visibility, while the tenders were 

stored aft on a boat deck. 

This layout was found to be highly successful. It was 

reworked for E&E to create several new areas that were 

made possible by her greater volume, which just slips 

beneath the 500 gross tonne barrier that can severely 

complicate the running of a yacht. Foremost among the 

new outside areas is a delightful guest deck just forward 

of the bridge, which is cut into the slope of the 

superstructure. With ample seating and two occasional 

tables it is an ideal place to relax and watch the scenery 

go by. Then the small deck above the bridge – a storage 

area on Jasmin – has been turned into a cosy and very 

private sun deck, incorporating a spa pool, a clever 

‘upwards spraying’ shower, a head and a sizeable 

sunbathing area. The crew were not forgotten either, as 

the foredeck, fitted with seating and sunshades, has 

been devoted to them.

Of course, E&E also retains the deck areas that were 

so popular with guests and charterers of Jasmin. The 

main deck aft, immediately adjacent to the saloon, offers 

a well-shaded lounging and dining area with immediate 

access from the bathing platform while, just above, is the 

yacht’s main gathering point with a central 12-seater 

dining table, bar, television and casual seating. 

Within the yacht’s interior, room has been found on 

the upper deck for a superb panorama lounge with 180 

degrees of forward view, as well as four guest cabins 

(two twins and two doubles), the two aft-most of which 

have direct access to the side decks. The main deck 

remains traditional, with a combined saloon and dining 

saloon, galley, starboard entrance lobby and stairwell 

amidships, and the master cabin forward. The crew 

benefit too. Without guest cabins on the lower deck, the 

crew mess is huge for a yacht of this size, as are the 

laundry, food stores and six crew cabins. Another 

surprise awaits at the forward end of the crew passageway 

where stairs rise to a spacious main deck store room 

forward of the owner accommodation. A yacht of this 

size offering 930 square metres of floor space on five 

decks, equitably divided between owner areas, guest 

cabins, public spaces, decks and the machinery and crew 

areas, is a rare and wonderful beast.

All of this is wrapped up in a highly attractive exterior 

package that, while reflecting the general appearance of 

Jasmin, has much softer lines. E&E is, however, a tall 

yacht with a full deck level more than comparable 

vessels, and this called for careful design work to ensure 

that she would be comfortable at sea. The yacht’s centre 

of gravity had to be kept low, so she has a solid steel 

skeg and thicker hull plating than usual in the lower 

sections, while the superstructure up to the floor of the 

bridge deck is aluminium and above this it is composite. 

To verify comfort in the guest accommodation, the 

initial lines plan from Vripack was extensively tried in 

free-floating tank tests at the well respected MARIN 

facility in The Netherlands, while her power requirement, 

stability and roll characteristics, the bulbous bow shape 

and the skeg and stabiliser positioning, were optimised. 

During the build the yard carefully monitored her 

E&E’s central staircase 
features high-gloss Indian 
apple veneers and glass 
(opposite, left), while an 
area of the saloon has 
been set up as an ‘iPod 
corner’ (opposite, right).  
Guests can enjoy 
panoramic views from the 
main deck dining area 
(above), while the more  
adventurous take a spin in 
one of the yacht’s toys 
(opposite, top)
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weight, recording all material taken aboard and weighing 

the hull every three months. Such care paid off – when 

launched, she floated exactly on her lines and was 

trimmed to perfection.

By the time Art-Line was brought into the project, the 

original Vripack floor plan was under construction. Art-

Line, however, suggested changes – from a symmetric 

layout to an asymmetric one – and, accepted by the 

owner, these vindicated the decision to build at a yard 

where the cost of change orders and time delays could 

be minimised. Even so, this major change cost two 

months – in another yard it may have proved impossible. 

The quality of the interior design and of Modus’s 

furniture construction is obvious on entering the saloon. 

Trimmed with the rich warm tones of Indian apple 

veneer, Art-Line used an extremely wide palette of 

materials, including backlit onyx, wengé flooring, 

stainless steel, leather, golden paint and a stunning 

combination of acrylic and wengé slats moulded into 

panels and used as highlights. The carefully chosen 

colours and textures create a calm, sophisticated and 

comfortable living space that is perfectly suited to the 

casual lifestyle aboard a modern yacht. An unobstructed 

passage flows along the starboard side, passing two 

seats set against the windows, while two semi-circular 

structures, forward and aft on the port side, provide a 

semi-enclosed TV lounge. A dining table – adjustable to 

seat either eight or 10 guests – fills the central space for 

those few occasions when meals are not taken on deck. 

In the master and guest cabins matching squares of 

leather and silk dominate the bedheads, while onyx, 

Indian apple veneers, and mosaic tiles in autumnal 

colours decorate bathrooms. The master cabin, flanked 

on either beam by three floor-to-ceiling windows, 

incorporates an office, a modern chaise longue and a 

king-sized bed set within a circle of onyx in an otherwise 

carpeted floor. Behind the bed, twin bathrooms – his 

with a vast shower and hers with a bath – are lined with 

honey onyx and separated by a glass window that, for 

privacy, can be made opaque at the flick of a switch. 

Despite the yacht’s modest length, none of these spaces 

seem undersized. The reason is not that the designers 

have used the old trick of squeezing the crew and 

machinery spaces – these are vast – but because a second 

(underused) saloon has been omitted. Surely other 

owners must see the advantage of this rationalisation.

As with the rest of the yacht, E&E’s command and 

control areas and her machinery spaces are all well 

sized, laid out and constructed, and fitted with industry-

standard machinery and equipment. This is also a highly 

efficient yacht. Despite being 3.7 metres longer and 163 

tonnes heavier than Jasmin, E&E delivers the same 

performance with just 75 extra horsepower. Better still, 

she consumes just 150 litres per hour at her 11 knot 

cruising speed with two main engines and one generator 

running to give much improved economy and range. 

Performance and comfort in a seaway were also as 

predicted by the tank tests. On her maiden voyage from 

Istanbul to Monaco she encountered Force 7 headwinds 

and big seas, but delivered excellent stability, low levels 

of noise, and a total lack of vibration. Certainly, achieving 

these results had a design cost and extra time in a model 

tank, but as her owner says, ‘You pay once for good 

design but you get great fuel savings every time you use 

her – and that must make sense’. 

What also makes sense in these times of economic 

uncertainty, is that E&E cost under €20 million to 

construct – possibly 30 per cent less than in a northern 

European yard. For an attractive, well-finished, high-

volume yacht like this, that makes an excellent 

price to quality ratio – a comforting thought for 

any potential owner.

The bed in the owners’ 
suite is encircled by backlit 

onyx (opposite) and the 
space is is flooded with 

light from huge windows 
(right). It features a shower 

room (opposite, below 
middle) and bathroom.
Guest accommodation 

(opposite, below left) is on 
the upper deck and 

bathrooms (opposite, 
below right) feature onyx, 

mosaics and glass sinks  
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E&E Cizgi Yacht

LOA 42.09m
LWL 37.36m
Beam 9.15m 
Draught 2.72m 
Displacement 480.8 long 
tonnes (design load)
Gross tonnage 
487 gross tonnes

Speed (max/cruise)
14 knots / 11 knots 
Engines
2 x Cat C-32, 750Hp @ 
1,800 rpm 
Range at 11 knots
4,500nm
Construction
Steel hull, aluminium and 
composite superstructure

Generators  2 x Kohler 
80EFOZD 80kW; 1 x Kohler 
50EFOZD 50 kW 
Bowthrusters 
Quantum QT-150
Fuel capacity
70,826 litres
Water capacity
21,500 litres
Owner and guests 10
Crew 9

Classification
ABS, MCA, AMS, LY2
Tenders
1 x Castoldi Jet Tender 18’, 
2 x Northstar 575RW (5.7m)
Naval architecture 
Vripack/Endaze 
Design and exterior 
styling
Vripack 

Detailed design/
engineering
Endaze
Interior design
Art-Line Interiors
Interior design in crew 
areas
ALG Design

Sales broker 
(E&E is for sale by 
Burgess/Oceanstyle) 
Richard Lambert 
tel: +44 20 7766 4299 
email: RLambert@
osyachting.com
Builder/year 
Cizgi Yacht/2011 
Istanbul, Turkey.
www.cizgiyacht.com

All information reprinted from Boat International.  Tel: +44 (0) 20 8545 9330  Fax: +44 (0) 20 8545 9333

The saloon offers both a relaxing seating space and 
a sophisticated dining area, without feeling cramped 

Crew accommodation and facilities, storage and 
technical equipment are all given generous space 

The owners’ suite features an office, shower room, 
bathroom and an extremely glamorous bed

The games room offers some of the 
finest panoramas on the yacht

The private owners’ sun deck features a spa 
pool and a fun, upwards spraying shower Breaking with tradition, guest accommodation is 

located on the upper deck, with great views

Guests in the forward bridge deck area 
enjoy the same vistas as the captain




